1967). The TPHA test is easier both to perform and to read than either the TPI or the FTA-ABS. These reasons alone make it attractive as a substitute for the more complicated and initially expensive FTA-ABS test No definite conclusions could be reached about the three sera in which the TPHA tests were reactive at a titre of 1 in 80 and the FTA-ABS tests showed 1 + fluorescence.
Approximately 1 in 200 of the group of sera tested showed agglutination of both the sensitized and unsensitized sheep red cells used in this test. This non-specific agglutination made these sera unsuitable for TPHA testing.
From the results obtained in our group of problem sera, it appears that the TPHA test has a place, much like that of the FTA-ABS test, among the specific tests for syphilis. There seems to be no reason to add to the specific tests already performed in a laboratory, because the more tests that are carried out, the more complex are the results and the more confusing the diagnosis.
The 
